= WHAT LIES




Comments by Paul Somerville, CZM

“The main thing | notice here is the houseboats. Are they weekend cottages? How are their holding
tanks emptied? Does the owner take them to a pumpout facility? Also, | see the barrier beach and

wonder if there are houses near the beach, just out of sight, and, if so, how old are their septic
systems? Are they cesspools or Title 5 systems?”

“A storm drain coming out of a seawall; what particular-
ly catches my eye is the amount of erosion at the base of
the seawall, indicating that there’s A LOT of water shooting
out of that pipe. This leads me to wonder how much
impervious surface there is. | also happen to know that a
lot of the soils are heavy clay, which doesn't lend itself to
natural filtration.”

“What you DON'T see in this photo that would be
revealed in water quality investigations is the sewage
treatment plant just around the corner. Also, upriver,
just out of site, is the center of a small town with lots
of storm drains and impervious surfaces. A lot of the
area is built on rock, which means that pollutants
don’t have the benefit of sand or soil filtration before
they hit the water.”

“We have houses fairly close to the bank, which means that faulty septic
systems could be a real problem. And the geese! A definite bacteria

source. Birds like to eat and then make room for more. And with boats |
have to wonder, do they have enclosed heads? Also, all of the green
algae in the intertidal area indicates loads of nitrogen-rich groundwater.”






